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psx L. XVIII. 48. And the former 
Part of the 45th Verſe. 


He delivereth me from mine Biemies: 
yea, thou lifteſt me up above thoſe 
that rife up againſt me: thi haſt 

dlelivered me from the violent Man: 

therefore will I give I banks u 2 
O Lord. 


— H E 3 
Hidtory of the Reign of K. Saul, 
Wl makes it very evident, that that 
Prince (who Was the firſt Mo- 
narch over the om of Hraei 
in — and had à fait and juſt a Fitie to 
the Regal Dignity as any that — him 
could ever pretend to) did, by his Male-Ad- 
miniſtration forfeit the Government, which 
God himſelf by the Prophet Samuel had: given 
him the Iivefticure of. | 
Which forfeited Right of — the 
Sovereign Lord of all reaſſumad, and took 
again into his own Hand And to let the 
Churches, and the World know, that he 'is 
the Fountain of Power, and that 5 en of 
Right belong to him, to of Kin and 
FIT and to diſpoſe { of feet ws | Ne 
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tions (a), he did not only transfer the King- 
ly Office from one Family to another, but 
from one Tribe to another; by calling David 
the Son of Jeſſe to be the Ruler of his People 
Iſrael; to whom he ſept the Prophet Samuel, 
and authoriz'd him to anoint him (/); where- 
by he was ſolemnly inaugurated, and from 
that Time (I conceive, had juſt Right to have 
exerciſed Regal Authority: But he being Head 
of that Theocratical State, had the Spirit of 
God given him (as was meet) (a), to direct 
him when to exerciſe that Authority, and 
when to ſuſpend its proper Acts: who (we 
find) purſuantly to the Directions of the bleſ- 
ſed Spirit that reſted upon him, did for the 
moſt part (eſpecially during Saul's Life) for- 
bear to uſe external Force in order to aſcend 
the Throne of the Kingdom, which Saut 
kept the Poſſeſſion of a conſiderable Time af- 
ter that he ( David) was actually anointed King, 
and the Right of Government had devolv'd 


upon him. But tho' he did not make thoſe 


bloody Puſhes for the Crown to which he was 
juſtly entitled, as is uſual for Rightful Princes 
to do, (and as ſome have done who have no 
Title at all) yet he took care to ſecure his Per- 
ſon, and to aſſert his Right by doing ſome 
Acts proper to Regal Authority, ſuch as the 
Inliſting of Men into his Service (e) and head- 
ing an huge Hoſt (). gt dice 

Hut tho David by theſe Acts holdly aſſert- 
ed his Right, yet He was much more on the 


Defenſive than the Offenſive Part; whereby Saul, 
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whom God had rejected, was both provoked and 
emboldened to ſeek his Ruin; but by the kind 
Interpoſitions of the Divine Providence, was 
preſerved, during the Life- time of that rejected 
Prince, and was afterward put into actual Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Kingdom, and ſettled peaceably 
on the Throne; and not only delivered from 
all his Enemies, but made ſuperior to them in 
Power and Dignity: All which he looked upon 
as ſo many pregnant Inſtances of the Care 
that Heaven had took of him; and therefore 
did pen this Pſalm in order to teſtify his Gra- 
titude, for the many ſingular Favours heaped 
upon him; wherein he does not only comme- 
morate ſeveral Acts of the Divine Beneficence 
done for him, but aſcribes the Glory of all to 


God the prime Agent, as in the Text. He de- 


livereth me from mine Enemies; yea, thou lifteſt 
me up above thoſe that riſe up againſt me: Thou 
haſt delivered me from the violent Man : therefore 
will I give Thanks unto thee, O Lord. 

In which Words are Two Things worthy 
of Note, viz. 4 

I. David's thankful Commemoration of by- 
paſt Favours and Deliverances; more eſpecial- 
ly, Three, viz. (1.) Deliverance from Encmies. 
(2.) Exaltation above thoſe that roſe up a- 

ainſt him. (3.) Deliverance from the violent 


an. 
II. David's holy Reſolution not only to bleſs 
God himſelf (upon the Account of the Fa- 


yours and Deliverances before ſpecified) but 


to make his Praiſe the more glorious, by con- 
feſſing among the Heathen, that all his Pre- 


ſervations and Deliverances, as well as his 


Advancement to the Honours and Dignities 
2 to 
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fo which he was raiſed, was the Work of 
God ; that ſo thoſe who had Tear nothing 
bat the Hand of Man in all the Affairs relat+ 
ing to his Coming to the Kingdom, might at 
tength fee the Hand of God in all, and ac- 
knowledge it, and own him for Rightful 
King: Thus much ſeems to be implied in the 
Hebrew Word Pe, which the Seventy render 
Aen. 8 ä 
All that I ſhall endeavour to do in that nar- 
row Compaſs of Time, which I judge proper 
to fpend upon this Occaſion will be. 

1/t, To open and explain the Text, by dif- 
conrfing on the Three Acts of the Divine Be- 
neficence, which holy David does here enu- 
merate, as ſo many Obligations to Gratitude. 
24%, To ſhew how applicable the Truths in 


the Text are to our preſent State, and Circum- 


flances, and this Occaſion. 
zu, That it will appear from hence, That it 
does concern and well become us, and all 

od Chriftians, and good Subjecis in theſe 

ingdoms, to reſolve with holy David, to 
give Thanks unto the Lord, for delivering us from 
tur Enemies; for lifting ms up above rhofe that 
have riſen up againſt ut; and for delivering us from 
the wiolent Man. | hall, 

1 Open and explain the Text, by diſcour- 
ſing on the Three Acts of the Divine Benefi- 
cence, which David does here enumerate as ſo 
many Obligations to Gratitade. And here I 
fhall rake Notice more eſpecially of the Deli- 
verer, the Delivered, and the Deliverance, or 
the Perfors and Evils delivered from 

1. The Deliverer, He, viz. God. The Pre- 
ferver of Men, the Keeper of the Feet of his 
98 Saints, 


Lo] 


Saints, and whoſe Eyes run to and fro through- 

out the whale Earth, to ſhew himſelf ſtrong in the 

behalf of them whoſe Heart is perfect towards 

him (a), and who had ſhewed himſelf ſtrong 

on the behalf of his Servant Dauid, and deli- 

vered from many Deaths and —_—— and 
at 


it is worth our while ta obſerve, that whilft 
that good Man was gratefully commemorat- 
ing his Deliverances, he took no Notice at all 


either of his own Wiſdom and Forefight to 


rovide for his awn Safery, or of the Power, 
Policy, Valour, Conduct, or Numbers of 
them that joined themſelves to him, who yet 
were a great Comfort and Encouragement to 


him, and very inſtrumental to his Preſerva- 


tion; but he overlook'd all theſe, and fixed the 
Eye of his Faith upon the prime Agent, and 
look'd at all as over-rul'd by him ; well know- 
ing and firmly believing, that he himſelf had 
no more Wiſdom, nor his Friends any more 
Power, Policy, Courage and Zeal for his Per- 
fon and Government, than the Fountain of 
Wiſdom and Power, the Lord of Hoſts and 
King of Nations, had communicated: to them, 
in order to make them ſubſervient to the Pur- 
poſes of his own Wiſdom and Grace. The 
David made reckoning that there was not 
one that came to him, but whoſe Heart the 
Lord had inclined, cither by his Providence, or 
Grace; and that they would continue no longer 
with him and faithful to him, than whilſt 
they were ſo inclined: For he believed that 
the Hearts of all Men were in the Hands of 


ems 
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God; and that he turned their Hearts, and 
bound, and loos'd their Hands at his Will and 
Pleaſure (a). | 

Such a Perſwaſion as this operating in and 
upon the Hearts of the Delivered, does ef- 
fectually determine their Minds to eye God as 
the Chicf Cauſe ; and no Wonder, for every 
thing hath a Tendency to its own Original. 


Faith 1s a Divine Light, and comes from God, 


and does not only irradiate the Human Soul, 
but directs it to fix its Eye upon him, as the 
Fountain of all Good, and to aſcribe the Glory 
of all to him; for ſince all Divine Favours 
derive from him, and his Servants have the 
Benefit of them, tis meet that he have the 


Praiſe: For of him, and through him, and to him 


are all Things ; to whom be Glory for ever. Amen. 


Kom. 17. 36. 


2. The Delivered, Me, viz. David and all 
his faithful Friends and Subjects; He primari- 
Iy, They ſecondarily ; he as Head, they as 


Members, even David and all that had pub- 


lickly own'd and eſpous'd his Cauſe by one 
Act or other, and were known to wiſh well 
to him, and to pray heartily for him, for his 
Preſervation and promiſed Advancement to 


the Throne of the Kingdom and Settlement 


All theſe being embark'd and in the ſame 
Bottom with him (and united together in and 
by the ſame common Intereſts, their own 
Safety, and the Welfare of the Kingdom), 
muſt either fink or ſwim with him; he and 
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they muſt ſtand or fall together; and had not 


he been preſerved, and brought to the King- 
dom, all his faithful Friends, and loyal Subjects, 
muſt have felt the Weight of the Reſentments of 
a provoked, oppoſed, and juſtly depoſed Prince. 

Let me here ſtay to obſerve to you a little 


more particularly, who theſe were that were 


delivered, viz. (It.) David, who had an un- 
doubted Right to take upon him the Kingly Of- 
fice, being called thereto of God, admirably 
fitted for it by the Spirit that refted upon 
him, and inftalPd in it by the Prophet Samuel; 
fo that he was no Uſurper, but their Right- 
ful and Lawful King: A King firſt de Fure, 


Jure & de Fafto over one part of the Kin 


of Iſrael; and after the Revolt of Abner, and 


the Death of Jſhboſhech, was conftituted, and 


made King over all the Land; not by Virtue of 


Lineal Deſcent, for he ſprung not from Saul; 
not by virtue of Primogeniture, for he was the 


youngeſt of the Sons of Jeſſe ; but by Divine 
1 and Appointment, and the Conſent of 
te People, with whom he made a ſolemn 


or Covenant, according to which he 


vs to govern (4); which may be called the O- 


Compact between him and the People: 
agreeable to the Fun- 
damental Conftitution of the Kingdom of Iſraci, 
which was then a Theocracy, 5 | 

Thus we ſee, that Hereditary Right, which 
ſome ſay is fo deeply founded in Nature, as to 
be Indefeaſible, yet here was over- look d hy 
the God of Nature; and the Kingdom of Hrael, 
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| by a Sovereign Act of Divine Grace, had a worſe 
Prince removed, and a better put in his Room; 


even a great and a good Man given them to fil 
the vacant Throne; for as David was their 
Rightful King, ſo ke was a very Vertuous ard 
Religious Prince; a Man after God's own Heart; 
the Servant of the Lord; ; who in all Affairs 
" (eſpecially in thoſe relating to the Kingdom) 
| did behave bimſelf ſuitabſy to his Character, 
Wii and fulfill d ali the Divine Will (a); follow'd the 
4 Conduct of the Bleſſed Spitit which reſted upon 
ö 


him; took no indirect Coutles; did no ill Things 
"to make himſelf King. 5 
He Ke with his Pather's Sheep, knejhis 
them, till che Prophet Samuel, by Wan 4 
rection, ſent for him and anointed him. 
Andi after he was by a wonderful Train of Fro- 
vidences brought into the King's Court, arid ad 
+ the Honour to be the King's Son in Law, he'be- 
: haved'very wiſely and faithfully; as did become 
both a great aud a good” Mika" . And when he 
111 a " underſtoodthar Sul ſought his Life, he fled, 
14 ard went whither he could, and would not ſla 
him (Saul) when be had it in the Power of his 
Hand to have done it (b), but in all Things act- 
ed conformably to the Divine Will notified to 
him; and when he was actually veſted with Re- 
gal Power; he employed it for the public GG: 
So that the Kingdom mightily flouriſd>under 
his Adminiſtration; fot he govern'd that Feo- 
ple according to their own Laws (which were 
Divine) and had the beſt Men in the Land fr 
his Minifters: : Tſal. for. 6. Mine _ ſpall be 
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wpon the Faithful of the Land, that they may dwell 
with me. He that walketh in a perfett way he ſhall 
ſerve me. ERR tC 
And I reckon that there were then no Laws in 
being in the Kingdom of Iſrael, whereby any of 
the Faithful of the Land were Incapacitated for 
ſerving their King and their Country; fo that 
he.had (no doubt) a great many excellent good 
Men employed under him; by Means whereof 
Judgment and Juſtice.were executed, and every 
Man had his Right and Property ſecur d to him. 

This excellent Adminiſtration of his, could 
not but cauſe many to love him; ſome to fear 
him; and all the Children of Belial to hate and 
envy him, ; | 1 
And, Oh! what a Bleſſing was it to that King- 
dom, that ſuch a Prince was delivered from his 
Enemies? and, what an inexpreſſible Calamity 
would it have been, eſpecially to the Faithful of 
the Land, that fo juſt, ſo wiſe, and excellent a 
Prince ſhould have fallen a Sacrifice to the Rage 
and Fury of his implacable Adverſaries? for 
hereupon the Conſtitution of the Kingdom 
(which was the beſt in the World) would have 
been ſubverted, the whole Nation enſlav'd, and 
the Faithful moſt miſerably oppreſsd; but Hea- 
ven took Care of his Perſon, preſerv'd him in 
all Dangers, and delivered him from all Ene- 
mies: And in delivering him, did deliver, 
(24.) All his Faithful, Loyal Subjects, who were. 
certainly the beſt and wiſeſt Men in the King- 
dom, that underſtood the Nature of their own, 
Conſtitution, and very well knew that it did of 
Right belong to God to give them Kings; and 
ſaw Reaſon to believe, that Sau! had forfeited. 
his Right to govern, and that God had choſen 
7-4: B 2. Da- 


[ 12 ] 

David to fucceed him; or Samuel, an inſpired 
Prophet, and a Man of unſuſpected Credit 
would not have told him to his Face, that God 
had rent the Kingdom out of his Hand, and gi- 
ven it to his Neighbour (a); much leſs would 
he have adventured, without ſpecial Commiſſi- 
on, to have anointed David, and to have joyned 
himſelf to him (b), for that was as much as his 
Life was worth (c). 

Theſe Things being known and believed, the 
beſt Men in the Kingdom (Jonathan, Saul's Son, 


not excepted) took it for granted, that it was 


of God that David ſhould be King (d), and ac- 


quieſced in the Divine Will, and refted fatisfied 


with the Almighty's diſpoſals. 

I know that there were ſome beſides theſe that 
adhered to David, even ſome of the refuſe of 
the People, ſuch as were in Diſtreſs, and in Debt, 


and were diſcontented (e); and ſome that were 


wicked Men, and Men of Belial (): Theſe in 
all Probability might aim at little or nothing but 
' ſerving themſelves; but Divine Providence in- 
tended them to be an Hedge about his Servant 
(for what better Fence than Briars and Thorns) 
to ſecure his Perſon till ſuch Time, as he by the 
removal of Saul, made Way for his Acceſſion 
to the Throne; and then, by caufing all 

ſition to fall before him, which a blinded, bi- 
gotted Party of Men in Iſrael made on behalf of 
Saul's Family, (in hopes to reſtore a Slip of it to 
the Regal Dignity) ſettled him in the Throne 
of the Kingdom; and fo not only delivered him 
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nam. 16,2, (4) 1 Sam. 23. 17, 10 1 Sam. FA beg, 


from 


Ne 


N 
6 


. 
4 
1 
by 


by, , I 
- 8 2 = HR, g 
. N Jus. * . 


* 
's# 
7 
FR 
F = 
A 
. 


[ 13 ] 
from his Enemies, but lifted him up above thoſe 
that roſe up againft him, and delivered him from 


the violent * Fi * 
Thus G ving d primarily, and 
his Friends ſecondarily, ſaved the Kingdom ul. 
timately; and David's Enemies (as to them- 
ſelves) unwittingly, and againſt their Wills, 
from the Ruin they would have brought upon 
themſelves, and the Kingdom, by making the 
Pretender Jbboſheth King in the Room of Saul, 
(who was juſtly dethron'd for his Male Admini- 
tration) for that Pretender's Advancement to 
the Throne would have been the Diſſolution 
their Conſtitution. I proceed to * 

3. Of the Deliveranee it ſelf, or the Perſons, 
and Evils, that David and his Friends were de- 
livered from, viz. from Enemies; from thoſe 
that roſe up againſt them, and from the violent 
Man, and from all the Evils that thoſe would 
have done to them, when they had had them in 


their Power. They were delivered, 


1ſt, From their Enemies, M which comes 
from the Verb IR, Odir, and therefore may 
well be rendred my Haters ; whereby is plainly 
denoted, that there was a Party of Men in the 
Kingdom of Iſraei that bore David a mortal ha- 
tred, but did not ly, and after an hoftile 
Way and Manner declare, and appear againſt 
him, but wiſh'd him Evil in their Hearts, and 
in all probability kept Correſpondence with his 
open and avowed Enemies, and would have re- 
joyced in hisOverthrow, and had Malice enough 
to prompt them to have took up Arms againſt 
him, as well as others, but durſt not: They had 
Will, but wanted Courage to do it; ſo it 

» rain 
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-Nrain'd them. Theſe were Men of abject 
Spirits, puſilanimous Souls, that durſt attempt 
nothing that look'd Great or Manly, but 
would have been more ready to have exercis'd 
their Cruelty. upon the King and his Friends, 
than any others, if thoſe that were more 
_ daring had once put it into their Power; 
for Cowards, when they become Mafters, are 
always moſt barbarous and tyrannical. Holy 
David look'd upon Deliverance from theſe, to 
be a very great Felicity ; but yet a greater to 
be ſaved from, and lifted up above thoſe, 

2. Who roſe up againſt him: Theſe were 
thoſe that made Inſurrection in the Land (as the 
Hebrew Word (a) Nn does import) and blew 
at the Coals of Hatred, Envy, and Rage, till 
they had kindled the Flame of a Civil War 
in the Bowels of the Kingdom; for that State 
ſuffer'd great Convulſions from the Time that 
Saul underſtood that David was like to ſucceed 
him in the Kingdom, *till. the Death of the 
Pretender Thboſheth, and then the Kingdom was 
united; for Saul, whom God had rejected, 
ceaſed not to perſecute David, whenever he had 
Opportunity, and aſter his Death, there was 
ſore War betwixt the Houſe of Saul and David, 
grounded upon a Pretence, That the Right of 
Succeſſion belonged to the Seed of the rejected 
King : But ſurely, the Men that ſet up that 
Title, and fought for that Pretender, muſt 
either have been very ignorant of their own 
Conſtitution, or have been ſtrangely blinded by 
Pride, Intereſt, Prejudice, and Bigottry, or 
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they would never have eſpouſed ſo deſperate a 
Cauſe: For we do not find, that when God ſet 

Saul to be King, he any, where promiſed 
that his Sons (though Legitimate) ſhould ſuc- 
ceed him, as he did to David (a), neither had 
he a Deſign that the Kingly Office ſhould con- 
tinue long in his Family; and hence it was 
that when he ſent Samuel to anoint him, he bad 
him only to take a Cruſe of Oyl; but when he 
ſent him to anoint David, he commanded him 
to take a Horn. of Oyl (b) : So that the Crown 
was not by a Divine Right intaibd upon SauP's 
Family; and therefore when he, by his Male- 
Adminiſtration, forfeited his Right to govern, 
he forfeited from himſelf, and from all his 
Family, and it returned into the Hands of Him, 
of whom he had received it (as I conceive all 
forfeited: Crowns do;) and God, who had an 
original underived Right to diſpoſe of it, took 
it into his own Hands, and gave it to David; 
and the People ought” to have acquieſced in that 
Settlement, and by no means to have made War 
upon their Brethren, in order to have brought 
back the Kingdom to the Houſe of Saul. But 
notwithſtanding the Badneſs and Deſperateneſs 
of the Cauſe, yet a great many ingaged eagee ly 


In it, and were mightily incouraged by their 


Numbers, and the, great Diſcontent of a bigot- 
ted Party. But it pleaſed God, after ſome 
Conteſts, to put an End to that War, and to 
ſettle che Kingdom in Peace, and to liſt up 
David, and all his Friends, above thoſe that 


roſe up againſt them, by ſtrengthning the King- 


ah Sam. 7. 19. (b) Goodwin's Ami. lib. 1. 
cap. 4. | | I ME 
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dom in his Hand, whereby he was enabled 
both to defend himſelf, and to protect all his 
faithful Subjects, fo that none that had riſen 
up againſt them could touch them; they might 
continue to envy and hate them, but could not 
hurt and perſecute them. 
This laid David, and all his faithful 22 
under a greater Obligation to Gratitude: 
the ſtrongeſt Tye of all others to Praiſe and 
Thankfulneſs, was, Their Deliverance 
. From the violent Man DON WIRD (a). The 
Wotd, as Buxtorf renders it, fignifies Force or 
Violence, Injury or Rapine. The violent Man 
; one that is fot uſing external Force to fulfill 
is own Will right of wrorig : Such an one was 
Sax! (who ſeems to be the [Perſon here eſpoci- 
ally intended) who affeiting an Arbitrary Power, 
did not goyern himſelf and his People according 
to the Laws given him to be the Rule, Meaſure 
„ · PROT Executive Power of his 
— but according to his on untefttained 
Win Pleaſure; which gave the Prophet 
Samuel juſt Oecaſion to charge him with Rebel- 
Bom, and to tell him that for that Thing God 
Rad ey re ia Jt . 
ice, ware 
vie Price and 
* 
paſs, that he, contraty to 
all the Rules of Religion, Humanity, ad Gra» 
titude, fought both by Force and Subtllety; to 


deftroy tim who had been the happy Inſtrument 
ante fees ln, arad the Kingdom (ﬆ), gu 2H? 
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as King Wiliam of Glorious Memory, had from 
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This was a baſe Requital, and ſhew'd the Tem- 
r of the Man that made it; and twas juſt ſuch 


| ſome Men, who ſought to deſtroy him (a), after 
he had faved them and the whole Nation: Theſe 
were Men of Violence, and deſerve no better a 


Term than Saulites. 


More particularly, There are two ſorts of vio- 


; lent Men, viz. Men of violent Principles, and 
Mien of violent Practices. 


Fi .) Aſa ſſnation Plot 


1. Men of violent Principles; ſuch as Igno- 
rance, Intereſt, Pride, and an high Conceit of their 
own Underſtanding, Impatiency of Contradiction, 
and Party Zeal, the corrupt Seeds of a magiſterial 
Temper; all which together decoy the Hearts of 
n into the pernicious Humour (when they have 


che Aſcendency) of impoſing arbitrarily upon their 


Inferiors, and to uſe external Force to compel 
their Conſciences to comply with theirs : And if 
m their Language any prove obſtinate, then they 
judge it proper to apply ſome of their Wholefome 
Severities to them, i. e. to rob, ſpoil, imprifon, 
fine, baniſh, torture, and put to the worſt kind of 
Death, and to uſe and abuſe them at their Pleaſure, 
when they either have the Law on their Side, or 
the Power in their Hands. ais 

Theſe Principles are the Root and Riſe of al 
Perſecution (the worſt Part of Popery) and are 
commonly found in che worſt of Men, and in Men 
bigotted to a Party, who have imbibed a Set of 
Notions, by having them frequently inculcated 
upon them, without ever examining Things to 
the bottom, and ſo never knew almoft what it was 
to miſtake, and go on preſumptuouſly in their own 
way, judging every to/be in the wrong but 
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themſelves : whereas nothing is more plain, than 
that they are the miſtaking Party, | 
2. Men of violent Practices; Theſe are they 
who acting according to the little, baſe, narrow 


Principles before named, live among Men on 


Earth, as the greater Fiſhes live in the Sea by 


devouring the leſs ; or as Birds of Prey live in the 


Air: Theſe are Men not guided by Reaſon or 
Religion, but by Error, Envy, Hatred, Malice 
Pride, and Intereſt, and have their Hearts an ; 
Tongues ſet on fire of Hell, as the Apoſtle James 
phraſeth it (a). 


Now ſince violent Methods do ways proceed 


from ſuch baſe, narrow, unchriſtian Principles, 
they muſt needs render the Religion of thoſe Men 
juſtly ſuſpected, who are for uſing them: Accord- 
ing to the Notion of King James the Firſt, The 
true Church was always a perſecuted, but never 
a perſecuting Church ; The Heterodox always 
perſecuted the Orthodox, and the Wicked t 
Righteous. I proceed to the 9 

2d, Head of Diſcourſe; which is to ſhew, How 
applicable theſe Truths are to our own preſent 
Caſe, and this Occaſion. + 

And here I do but need to refreſh the Memories 
of the Elder, by putting them in mind of Things 
which they already know ; and to tell the Younger 
what they have often heard, viz. That after the 
Death of King Charles the Second, King James 
the Second aſcended the Britiſ Throne; at which 
ſome rejoyced and inſulted, but others feared and 
trembled, having their Hearts ſtruck with the Hor- 
ror of Fire and Faggot. | 

That unhappy, Prince falling into the Hands of 
Popiſh Councils, and giving way to them, and his 


—— 
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own Popiſh Principles (which are deſtructive 
of all Proteſtants and Proteſtant Governments) 
aſſumed a Deſpotick Power to himſelf, broke in 
upon the Conſtitution of the Kingdom, ruled ar- 
bitrarily, diſpenſed with the Laws of the Land, 
and having ſet thoſe aſide, made his own unboun- 
ded Will the Meaſure of his Government, invaded 
the juſt Rights and Liberties of the People. In 
Scotland, he exacted Money without Conſent of 
Parliament, or Convention of Eftates, and by 
publick Proclamation aſſerted an abſolute Po: 
to annul and diſable all Laws (4); and here in 
England, turned out the Fellows of A gdalen 
College, that were Proteſtants, and put in Papiſts 
and impriſoned ſeveral worthy Biſhops for but dif. 
countenancing his violent Methods, which was an 
Earneſt given the Nation of that which all ſhould 
feel, who would not tamely ſubmit to his illegal 
Will; and alſo went about to obtrude upon us an 


Impoſtor Prince, thereby to entail Popery, Slavery, 


and Arbitrary Power upon us ; and forgetting his 
own Coronation Oath, relied upon the Oaths, 
and Subſcriptions that the main Body of the Nation 
was under, not to reſiſt upon any Pretence whatſo- 
ever, and judged, that he having all their Hands 
bound upon their Backs, might uſe them at his 
Pleaſure. | A 
But ſome of the wiſeſt and greateſt Men in the 
Kingdom, foreſeeing the Evils that were coming 
upon them, endeavour'd to hide themſelves, and 
to ſecure their Poſterity from the dreadful Inun- 
dation, and to that end invited the Prince of 
Orange over to their Aſſiſtance, and to reſcue them 


from utter Ruin; who coming over with armed 


Forces, was joined by ſeveral of the Engliſh Nation, 


| (a) Convention 48, 1689 . 
C2 end 
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and was very much encouraged by great Bodies 
entring into Aſſociations with him (and otherwiſe} 
which when the Prince then on the Throne unger- 
by his Male-Adminiftration he had hefore for- 
feited, and by this Abdication left the Throne 
vacant : And fo, as the Crown of Saul, upon his 
Forfeiture, returned immediately into the Hands 
of Gad, from whom he received it, according to 
the Conſtitution of the Kingdom of 1/rae!; ſo the 
Crown of James the Second returned into the 
Hands of the People, from whom he had received 
it, according to the Conſtitution of this Kingdom : 
And the People having choſen proper Members to 
repreſent them, and thoſe being conven'd, did 
agree to ſet the Imperial Crown of this Kingdom 


upon the Pleads of the Prince, and Princeſs 1 


Orange, and e po | 
and in Default of that, upon Princeſs Anne 
Denmark, and the Heirs of her Body, and in De- 
ault of that, upon the Heirs of the Body of the 
rince of Qrange. 

Thus the Prince of Orange (having been the 

appy Inftrument of our Deliverance from Popery 
and Slavery) ſucceeded, and was made King i 
the Room of King James the Second, who had 
_ abdicated. | 

On the 28th of December, 1694, Queen Mary 
dyed; and on the 2gth of July, 1700, the Duke 
of Glouceſter, the only ſurviving IIſue of the Prin- 
ceſs of Demnark, deceaſed : By whoſe Deaths the 
Entail of the Crown was reduced to the Liyes of 
the late King, and the late Queen. 1 5 
Wbereupon the Parliament aſſemblęd in th 
Twelkh and Thirteench Years gf the Reign 
d 
er 


entail'd it upon the Princeſs's E. 
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King W:liaw of Glorious Memory, made an A 
for the farther Limitatign of $e Growp, antl the 
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better Securing the Rights and Liberties of the 
Sabel. By 15 NG the Illuftrious Princeſs. 
Sophia was declared the next in Succeſſion, in the 
Proteſtant Line, to the Crown of England; and 
that after the Deceaſes of King William, and Prin- 
ceſs Anne of Denmark, it ſnould remain, and con- 
tinue to the Princeſs Sophia, and the Heirs of her - 
Body, being Proteſtants; which Settlement was 
much ſtrengthened by other Als that paſſed in 
that, and in the late Reign z and upon the Demiſe 
of Queen Anne (under whom, through Divine 
Goodneſs, we enjoy'd many valuable Privileges) 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the Houſe of Hanover 


took place. 


I have given you this ſhort Hiſtory, to let you 
ſee how King William came to be veſted with the 
Regal Authority here ; and how the Crown devol- 
ved upon his preſent Majeſty, that it may appear to 
you, that as David, the Son of Jeſſe, Was made 
Rightful King of Iſrael, according to the then Con- 


ſtitution of that Kingdom, during the Life of Saul, 


his Father in Law, who by his Arbitrary Ads, had 
forfeited the Crown he was in Poſſeſſion of; ſo the 
Prince of Orange was made Rightful King of theſe 
Nations in the Room of James the Second, his Fa- 
ther in Law, who had not only, like Saul, broken 
in upon the Conſtitution, by trampling upon the. 
Laws whereby he ſhould have govern'd, but run a- 
way, and abdicated, and left the Throne vacant ; 
whereupon the People, by their Repreſentatives 
conven'd, did purſuantly to their Original Right, 
and the Fundamental Conſtitution of the Kingdom 
(Which was never an Abſolute Monarchy, wherein 
he Supreme Magiſtrate is left to att according to 
his own Arbitrary, and unreſtrained Will, _ 
mixt Monarchy, which is ſo fenced and 9e 
by juſt Laws, and ſolemn Oaths, that the Subject 
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cannot inſult the wiſely limited Prerogative of the 
Prince, nor the Prince invade the juſt Liberties and 
Properties of the Subject with Impunity.) I fay, 
the People by their Repreſentatives, purſuantly to 
their Original Right, and the Excellent Conftitu- 
tion of this Kingdom, founded upon the Law of 
Nature (which grants to every Man Liberty and 
Property) did in order to ſecure their juſt Rights, 
re- aſſume the forfeited Crown into their own Hands, 
and gave it to their Great and Glorious DzLiveR- 
BR, King William. | 

But no ſooner, almoſt, was he entred upon the 


Government, but he found the abdicating Prince 


in the Head of an Army of French and Iriſh Papiſts, 
fraught with Hopes to have recovered by Force of 
War, what he had loſt by Male-Adminiftration ; 
And as Saul never left purſuing David, but when 
he either deſpaired to find him, or had no Oppor- 
tunity to ſeek him ; ſo the late King James ceaſed 
not to make War upon King William, till he deſpair- 
ed of Succeſs, | 

Aſter the Death of King Milliam, Queen Anne 
ſucceeded ; and upon her Demiſe (as I faid before) 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the Houſe of Hanover 
took Place —, His preſent Majeſty arriv'd in 
Safety, and took quiet and peaceable Poſſeſſion of 
theſe his Kingdoms, whereat his Friends rejoyced, 
and his Enemies ſtood looking on as if they had 
been Thunder-ftruck ; but no ſooner had they re- 
covered a little Breath, but they, like the Parti- 


fans of the Houſe of Saul, did with more Zeal 


eſpouſe the Cauſe of the Pretender, than ever; 
who being a Perſon of an obſcure Birth, and but the 
pretended Son of a very unhappy Prince, who had 
by a multiplicity of illegal Acts, loſt his own Au- 
thority and Dignity, could have no more Right to 
the Imperial-Crown of theſe Kingdoms, ith 
* oſhet 
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boſheth had to the Crown of the Kingdom of 1/- 
ratl, who could neither claim by Entail, Divine 
Undtion, or Lineal Deſcent (for Mephiboſheth, the 
Son of Fonathan, was alive.) 

However, as groundleſs as the Title was, it 
cauſed a great deal of Bloodſhed in Iſrael: And 
the Jacobite Faction ſetting up here their Son of 
Taheal (a), and attempting by armed Force to de- 
throne his preſent Majeſty (as they would have 
done the late Queen, notwithſtanding all their Eu- 
Jogiums) have cauſed a conſiderable deal of Blood 
to be ſhed, both in South and North Britain. 

But the God of Hoſts, who gives Courage and 
Conduct, Succeſs and Victory, to whom he will, 
made the Arms of his Majeſty to triumph every 
where over thoſe of his Enemies ; and hath, not 
only delivered King GEORGE, and all his Faith- 
ful, Loyal, Proteſtant Subjects, from their Ene- 
mies, but hath lifted them up above thoſe that roſe 

againſt them; and above all, bath ſaved and 
delivered them from the violent Man; Oh Great ! 
Oh Glorious! Oh ſeaſonable ! Oh merciful Deli. 
verance! Of which God is the kind Author, we 


3 Subjects. What remains then, but that 
in the "7 


Laft Place, We reſolve with Holy David, . to 
give Thanks unto the Lord, and to teſtifie our joy- 
ful Acceptance of our late Deliverance; for we 
have as great, if not greater Reaſon, to bleſs 
than David had, when he penned this Pſalm, for 
we are delivered from the very ſame Enemies, not 
numerically, but ſpecifically conſider d, viz.  _ 

1f, From Enemies that hated us; Men of ab- 
jet Spirits; puſillanimous Souls; who would have 


rejoyced to have ſeen us ſacrificed, but had not the 


* (a) Iſa. . 6. "OI 
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Courage to attempt our Ruin by forte of Arms. 
but (having no Rule oyer their own Spirits) could © 
not conceal their taking Pleaſure in them that dit. 
| *. cannot conceive how great the Mercy is to 
be: ayed from theſe Men; for wherewith muſt 
-theſe cowardly Caitiffs (whom Vice had emaſtus 
Ved) have expiated their Sin, of fring fil, il 
Hing at home, when their Mafter's Baſmefs — | 
fro at they ſhould have armed? Or whereWii 


zould they have reconciled themſelves to him, 
ut by the Heads of their Neighbours, whoth the 
knew to be inviolably attached to the Iiitere 
of their King and Country, by what Names {ever 
r eee 
55 Thels de hetste and perfidious Wretches, Wo 
had put off the Man, and the Chriftian, and were 
neither true to God, nor Man, their own Frierde 
nor next Neighbours, would have been Tyrahts to 
erfetion : Rieſſe be God who bath not gibin us 4 
{i 2 "to e and not only delivered us from 
1 | SZ RENE yo 
18 24%, Hath lift us up above thoſe that roſe = 
in ainft us, The King is lift up above all theſe 
ower ard Authority, Honour arid Digirity: His 
Crown flouriſheth upon his Head, whilſt his Eng- 
Mies are covered with Shame; and all the King's 


ane Friends, and Lee Sibjfts, are ie 
„ a 
Lou m.this Town, and we in the Country round 
it, and many others, are Tived from a fufidus 
ob that. roſe up againtt us, ard with little, - 
deed, but Clubs and Staves, and Oaken Boughs; 
Arong Drink Noiſe and Tumult, Oaths and Cürſes, 
Spirit of Rage and Fury, which ſome (whom 

Mal Nor name) 54 84 into them ; Tcould 


= 


| d breat 
tell, who oug 
have reprow 


t to have taught them better ; to 
and reftrain'd them, but did hot. | 
Theſe 
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Theſe were a giddy Party of Men, whom their 
Superiours made their Tools to hurt their Neigh- 
bours, and to try the Pulſe of the People, and 
> whether they could affront the Government with 
> JImpunity; and if they could, then their Little- 
great Maſter might ſafely venture his Perſon a. 
mong us, and aſſure himſelf of Succeſs, | 
Theſe were they who pulPd down our Meeting- 
Places, inſulted our Perſons, and threatened our 
Houſes: Theſe kept the ſecond Rank amongft the 
Trumpeters of Sedition, and were the forlorn Hope 
of the Rebels, and begun the plundering-Trade at 
this Time, and hoped to have carried it on to 
their own Advantage. Das 
But beſides theſe, there were others that roſe 
up, and took Arms, and declared openly for the 
Pretender, with a Deſign to have ſubverted the 
Government, to have cut off the Royal Family; to 
have deſtroyed our Conſtitution, and by Force and 
Violence to have wreſted out of our Hands all that 
was dear to us, and valuable in it ſelf: Theſe were 
Men of lawleſs Might; and that Party which did 
more eſpecially threaten us in this Country, was a 
Detachment made from their main Body, which be- 
ing joyn' d by ſeveral of their own Species, march'd 
without Oppoſition through ſeveral Towns and 
Counties; and being come within one Days March, 
or little more, of this great Town, hoped ſhortly 
to have triumphed gloriouſly over their Enemies, 
in the midſt of their Friends. But Oh! the Care 
that Heaven took of us at that Time ! how ſignal- 
ly, how ſeaſonably, how mercifully, how ſurpri- 
zingly, and unexpettedly, to Friends aud Enemies, 
did the Divine Providence interpoſe? by ſending 
a certain Number of armed Men, Foot and Horſe, 
to whom God gave Courage and Reſolution to out- 
face Death and Dangers, to attack the Enemy, 
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thi? far Superiour in Numbers and Advantages ; 
notwithſtanding which, his Majeſty's Forces ob- 
tained a complete Victory over them, ſo that there 
/was not one left of thoſe who roſe up agamft us, 
in this Part of the Kingdom, but what were either 
.cutoffin the Act of a moſt horrid and unnatural 
Rebellion, or moſt ſhamefully run away, or moſt 
-milerably "aptivated ; ſo that we may fay they are 
"fallen, but we are riſen, and lifted oy above thoſe 
that rofe up againſt us. Nay, we are delivered, 
3. From the violent Man; yea, from man 
violent Men; from the violent pretended Pathe,, 
-who invaded our Rights, and ſubverted our Laws; 
and from the violent pretended Son, who ein 
{as we believe) a Perſon of a mean Extrakt, never 
Had the Blood of Nobles and Fungs ſtreaming 
*hrough his Veins, nor avy Thing to add tothe 
natura] Excellency of the Hamon "Eat but müch 
to the contrary + And what could we expelt from 
z Perſbn of an ignoble Spirit, drencht in Popith 
218 inſtructed in Maxis of French Tyran- 
Defpotick Government; enraged by Oppo- 
gien ſower' d with Difappointments, and drown'd 
in Debt; what, 1 ſay, could we expect from ſuch 
u Perſon,” but that, as ſoon as he had graſp'd the 
Power, he would have ſeized our Laws, Liberties, 
and Religion and not only have faerificed his B. 
nemies that had flood in his Way, but have flain 
1 Human Nature in all his Friends, by im- 
33 upon them the Dictates of his own Arbitra- 
Win, and not have ſuffered their Conſeiences to 
"© gudled hy the Light which ſhines in their own 
Minds, wes ſo would have fpoiF@ them of free A- 
Frey, the greateſt Ornament and Excellency © of 
uman Nature. An 
— when Men cannot enjoy their Ef a 
choir natural and civil Rights; | but ſaddeft of = 
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when Men cannot poſſeſs and enjoy their own Con- 
ſciences. Popery is like Nebuchadnezzar, that firft 
flew the Sons of Zedekiay before his Eyes, and then 
put out his Eyes, and carried him Prifoner to Baby- 
lon : Popery firſt ſlays the Conſcienees of Men by 
its Arbitrary Impoſitions, and then puts out the 
Eyes of their Minds, by raking from them the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, and by appointing an unititelligible 
Service: Oh! what a Mercy to be delivered from 
ſuch Men, 5 

Zut that I may make it yet more evident, that 
we lye under the like Obligations to Gratitude that 
David did when he penned this Pſalm, I ſhalt) com- 


Hare David's Enemies and ours in four Particulars, 


They were, yu | 
1; Unreaſonable, or Enemies without Caufe, 

or juſt Provocation (a); and what juſt Provocation 
hath King GEORGE, or his faichful Subjefts, gi- 

ven their Enemies, | 8 
I hope none will fay, That it was his fault that 
the Crown was ſettled upon his Family; that was 
the Act of the King and Parliament of England 

and not his; and his conſenting to it, was no more 
than David's ſuffering Samuel to anoint him, Nei- 
ther ſure, can it be thought c be # fuuſt in him, 
to come to take peaceable Poſſeſſion of the'Crown, 
whew it de volv d upon him; this was no more thin 
David's going to Hebron to be anointed King upon 
the Death of Saul (b). Neither ſurely can any 
good: Engliſhman be offended at the Aſſurance he 
gave us; ſhortly after his taking upon him the Re- 
gal Dignity, That he would govern according to 
Conſtitut ion both of Chureh and State; and” hat? 

he not acted accordingly ? And will any blame the 
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lick Credit, and the Trade of the Nation are 
mightily advanced, and every Man's Religion and 
Property ſecured to him, 15 

1ſt, Object. But he is come in upon the Foot of 
the late Revolution, which was brought about by 
reſiſting the King that was then in Poſſeſſion of the 
Throne, which was an unlawful Act, for the Sub- 
je& ought by no means to reſiſt the Sovereign. 
Anſ. 1. Some have ſaid, That there was no Re- 
ſiſtance at the Revolution (a). 

2, I obſerve that Saul s Footmen would not obey 
him, when he commanded them te ſlay the Prieſts 
(b); and that which is yet more obſervable, is, 
that when Saul would have ſlain Jonathan, the 
People reſcued him (c): But the moſt flagrant In- 
Nance, is this of David, who did not only head the 
Four Hundred Men that came to him at the Cave of 
Adullam, but an huge Hoſt, like the Hoſt of God 
(d), and likewite marched in the Head of his Ar- 
my, in Conjunction with a Foreign Prince againſt 
Saul (e) (which ſome would have called an Overt 
Act of High Treaſon.) Now Pavid did theſe Acts 
either as a Subject, or as a Sovereign Prince; if as 
a Subject, then it is a plain Proof that a Subject hath 
reſiſted, and that lawfully; if as a Sovereign, and 
Rightful King of Iſrael, then Saul himſelf, after 
he had forfeited the Government, as well as thole 
that eſpous'd the Cauſe of the Pretender Iſhboſbeth, 
were Rebels 
If any ſay, That theſe were extraordinary Things, 
wherein God did immediately interpoſe, and can. 
not be made Precedents in common Caſes. 
Then I reply, That therefore there never ought 
mqte Ammunition to be taken out of the Maga- 
a) De. Sacheverel. (5) 2 Sam. 22. 17. (c) 1 Sam. 14. 45. 

res (4) 1 Chron, 12, 22. (e) 1 Sam. 29, 2 
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tine of this Sacred Hiſtory, for battering down 
the Walls of the late happy Revolution. 

2d. Object. The Apoſtle's Words, which are to 
be a Rule for all Chriſtians to govern themſelves 

„are plain and expreſs ; Whoſocever therefore 
reſiſteth, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God; and they 
that refiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation, 
Rom. 13. 2. | | 32 
Anſw. I know that theſe Words are the Dernier 
Reſort of the Faction that threatens both Church 
and State with a moſt miſerable Overthrow, but 
do no more prove the Doctrines which they build 
upon them, than the Words of our Saviour, This 
my Body, prove the Doctrine of Popiſh Tranſub- 
ſtantiation; and whoever will but give himſelf 
Liberty to think what was the Occaſion of the 
Apoſtle's writing the former part of this Chapter, 
will eaſily ſee that his Words do not at all ſerve 
their purpoſe, who are ſeeking to undermine the 
Dottrines which the late happy Revolution is built 
upon. 
K is undeniably plain from ſeveral Paſſages in 
the Epiſtles both of Paul and Peter, that too many 
of the primitive Chriſtians, and eſpecially of thoſe 
converted from Judaiſm, thought that ſince they 
were come into the Chriſtian State, and had ta- 
ken Chriſt for Lord and King, that they owed 
Obedience and Subjection to none elſe, and that 
no Laws but ſuch as were immediately and ex- 
preſsly his, were obligatory ; and hence is it that 
Paul does not only exhort Children to obey their 
Parents, but Servants their Maſters, who were 18- 
clined to think, that fince they were Chriſt's Free- 
men, they ſhould not be Servants unto any, 1 Cor. 
7. 21,22, Art thou called, being a Servant ? care not 
for it; but if thou mayeſt be mb free, uſe it rather: 
for he that is called in the Lord, being 4 — 
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the Lord's Freeman: Likewiſe, alſo be that is called, 
being free, 6.Chniſt's Servant. So inchis Firſt Epiſtle 
to Timothy, 72 E. beg. Let ac many Servants. 4s 
are under the Toke, count their om Maſters worthy 
all Henaur,, that the Name of Gad and his Dottrine 

be not blaſph#med and they that haue believing Ma- 
ſters, let them not deſpiſe them becauſe they are Bre- 
three, but rather do them Service, becauſe they are 
Faithful and Beloved, Partakers ef the Benefit, 
Theſe Things teach and exbort, : if any Man teach 
ethermiſe, and. conſent nor to wholeſome Wards, and 
the Wards. of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to the 
Deine which is according to Gadlineſs, he is proud, 
kt ung nothing, &c. 80 the Apoſtle Peter exhorts 
Chriſtians, tg ſehmit themſelues, to every Ordinance 
of MAN; far the Lord's ſake, 1 Epiſt. cap. 2, 
ver. 1 3, 14, 15, 16. And in his ad Epiſt. cap. 2. 
ver. 10. 7 pan of ſome, who deſpiſed Govern- 
2 * ale exil of Dignities,, So likewile Jude, 
. 34 Fe 1 
I fay, it is plain from theſe, and ſuch other 
like, Paſlages, that there were ſome in the Apoftle's 
Days, that thought that no Laws but what were 
immediately Divine, and of poſitive Inſtitution, 
were binding, and that they. owed not Subjection 
to an Civil. Magiſtrate: whatſoever, —— Naw the 
ſtle to rectify this Miſtake, ſays to theſe Ro- 

man Chriſtians,. Let every Soul, bei ſubjeft to the 
higher Powers; for there. is no Power but of Cod, the 
Powers that be, are ordained. of God: As if he had 
faid,, L would not have you to .miftake in Matters 
of Civil, Government; God is the God of Order, 
and. not of Confuſion; and Government is his 
Ordivance, and is for the Benefit, of Mankind, 
and. Chriſtianity was not introducd for our Hurt, 
but tor our Gad, and though y have, not un- 
der the preſent. Oeconomy, ſuch. expreſs politive 
* 4 | Political 
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politiral Laus, as the 5 had given them | 
Mo ofes, yet ou ought to look upon alt Govern- 
ment, which is founded in and upon the Law of 
Nature, to be God's Ordinarice ; for that Law was 
the Foundation of the Jewi Polity, and antece- 
dent to the written Law. of Moſes - 5 And whatever 
was Moral in that Law, continues to be a Law to 
us, and is the Law of God Redeenier ; ; and there- 
fore i in reſting the Pomer (Kecla) you reſiſt the 
Ordinance of 'God, and they that refit, ſhall receive 
1 themſelves Damnation (i. e. Ju ment, or Pu- 
niſhment, as the Word ella does fi 
who ſet chemſelves perverſly to argue and diſpute 
againſt Government, that] receive Puniſhment to 
themſelves, whith was the Fault of ſome among 
oy primitive Chriſtians; and if we do but obſerve 
owthe Words errrreartuer®;, and. arbes vue, are 
= elſewhere, we ſhall ſee that this mult be 
3 8 Meaning, Act, 18. 6. Arrrr auoh 
IY aurey,” And when they oppoſed themſelves (a). So 


. 13. 8. Adige » &uTols EA 0 way@; 


But Elymas the Sorcerer. withſtood them, How did 
Elymas ind theſe Jem oppoſe and withſtand the 
Ax poſtles ? oy Force of Arms, but by perverſe 

eaſoniing and Diſputing. So ſome among then 
to whom the Apoſtle ſent this. Epiſtle, reſifted 
Government ; and indeed they were not in-a Con- 


dition to. refiſt otherwiſe: But thoſe that thus re- 


ſiſted, were ſure to receive Puniſhment. to them - 
ſelces; for they by their perverſe .Doftrinal Op- 


poſition, would either to no purpoſe make Go- 
vernours jealous of them, and provoke them ta 


Cie il Government was 


finiſh. them; or, al Suppolition that their 


ine obtain'd, * 
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ſet aſide, they | themſelves would periſh. in the 
Confuſion that would come in with Anarchy; for 
Societies cannot ſubſiſt without Government: And 
hence it is, that the Apoſtle immediately. adds, 
ver. 3. For Rulers are not 4 Terror to good Works, 
but to the Evil; wilt thou then not be afraid of the 
Power ? (v SS do that which is good, and thou 
ſhalt have Praiſe of the ſame: for he is the ¶Miniſter 
of God to thee for good. By all this he endea- 
vours to convince thoſe. Chriftians, That Civil 
Government was for the Benefit of Mankind, and 
that Chriſtianity was not deſtructive, but reſtora- 
tive of it: But does not deſcend to tell theſe 
Chriſtians, who they were that had a juſt Right 
to exerciſe Authority over them, nor what it is 
that gives Men that Right, nor who they were 
that lawfully uſed the Power they were veſted 
with; otherwiſe than in general Terms: and ne- 
ver meddles with the Caſe of wicked Rulers, 
(whom the Wiſe Man, in Prov. 28. 15. compares 
to roaring Lyons, and ranging Bears;) That was 
foreign to his purpoſe ; for theſe erroneous Chri- 
ſtians did not diſpute againſt ſome particular Forms 
of Government, and ſome ſort of Rulers and Go- 
vernours, but againſt all Civil Government and 
Governours that then were: Mir Poros, ire 
axxp Tir Iexevar Od. Mö vg o. danbis ict 
2 Jia: addon d sc brug, (a) Eleazar apud Jo- 
ſeph. lib. 7. cap. 34. was the Principle, of the 
Zealots among the Jews, and ſome Chriſtians were 
leavened with it. Now there is a vaſt Difference 
betwixt reſiſting Government, and reſiſting Go- 
vernours: The former is deſtructive to all So- 
cieties, the other neceſſary ſometimes to their 


bn 
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© (a) Vide Whitby, in 3 Pet. Gap. 2+ yer. 16. 
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Preſervation, and the Security of their juſt Rights 
and Liberties. 

I willingly ſubmit what 1 have offered upon this 
Head to your Judgments ; but before. I diſmiſs the 
Argument that I am upon, I would obſerve to you, 
That if we take our Adverſaries in their own Senſe, 
who ſay, That it is damnable to reſiſt Governours, 


as well as Government, we ſhall find, that their 


Notions are very incoherent ; for when they ſay 
it is damnable to reſiſt Governaurs, they muſt 
either ſpeak of Governours in genetal, or of ſome 
fort of Governours in ſpecial, If they ſpeak of 
Governours in general, and ſay, that it is damnable 
to refift any; then I would know, what they think 
is become of their Friends, who have dyed in and 
for the Reſiſtance they lately made againſt His 
prefent Majeſty (for he is a Governour) ? ſurely 


theſe ought not then to be reckonꝰd Martyrs, nor 


canoniz d for Saints. | 
If they ſpeak of Governours in ſpecial, i. e. of 


Rightful Governours; I would then ask, Who 
theſe Rightful Governours are, that we may know - 


them ? Surely they muſt be thoſe that are fo either 
8 Right, or otherwiſe. If they ſay, 

oſe that are ſo by Hereditary Right; then why 
did the Apoftle threaten Damnation to thoſe that 
reſiſted the Emperor that then was, whether 
Claudius, or Nero; for neither of theſe could 
claim the Power they were in Poſſeſſion of, by 
Proximity of Blood either to Romulus, or Numa. 
And I would likewiſe ask them, Whether they do 
believe, that the Senate of Rome, who proclaimed 
Nero to be an Enemy to Mankind, and condemned 
him to be whipped with Rods to Death, and to be 
drawn through the City, are all damned by Virtue 
of the Apoſtle's rine? If they ſhy, That 
they might be rightful Governours, though not by 
CES E Proximity 
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Proximity of Blood, then it plainly follows, That 
Hereditary Right is not indefeaſable; and if others 
can be Rightful Kings without it, why not King 
GEORGE? 4s: 
But I muſt reſume the Thread of the Diſcourſe, 
and ſhew, That as King David's Enemies were un- 
reaſonable, ſo they were, | 
2dly, Lying, Calumniating Enemies, who laid 
to his Charge Things that he knew not, P/. 35. 11. 
| and transferred the Blame of all the Tumults and 
1 Diſtractions of the Kingdom upon him: The 
5 wor of the Party diſcover'd it ſelf in Doeg and 


imei(a). | x | 
And did ever the Lying Spirit, ſince the Day 
that it poſſeſſed it ſelf of the Mouths of Ahab's 
Prophets (b), prevail more than it hath of late 
among the Jacobite Faction? And was ever 
Prince more traduced, and ſcurrilouſly reflefted on 
than his preſent Majeſty? And were ever any 
more unjuftly calumniated, than His Friends and 
faithful Subjects? Is not the whole Body of the 
Church of England, Clergy and Laity, as well as 
all Proteſtant Diſſenters, charged with damnable 
Schiſm ? © OS. 
And you in this Town have been charged with 
burning your own Meeting-Place ; which I take to 
be as untrue and unlikely, as that the Chriſtians 
burnt Rome, when it was ſet on Fire by MNero's 
Agents. The Fact was indeed his, the Crime 
theirs ;. but no otherwiſe than Ethnick, lying, ma- 
licious Imputation made it ſo. pg 
A way of doing, leſs unbecoming Heathens 
than Chriſtians. 


(a) Ifa'm 52, 2 Sam. 16. 7, 8. (5) 1 Kings 22. 22. 


zdly; 
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zdly, David's Enemies were Principle-deluded 
Enemies. The Notions which they had imbibed, 
drew them into the fatal Miſtakes which they 
committed : They ſeem to have proceeded very 
much upon the Principles of Non-Reſiſtance, Paſſive 
Obedience, and Hereditary Right. | 

Saul complained, that David was riſen againſt 
him, when he was but uſing means to preſerve his 
own Life (a). 

Fe likewiſe cauſed the Prieſts to be ſlain, be- 
cauſe they did not tell him when David fled (b). 
If it was a Capital Crime in the Priefts, not to 
ſhew Saul that David fled, it muſt needs be much 
more ſo in him to flee, and to make his Eſcape. 
Saul and his Fattion thought, that he ought to 
have ftay'd, and ſubmitted himſelf to his Prince's 
Pleaſure; and, in plain Engliſh, to have offer'd his 
Throat to the Tyrant's Knife, when he had an 
Opportunity to make his Eſcape ; but the Law of 
Nature, and the Condutt of the Divine Spirit, 
taught him better. . 

And what but the Notion of Hereditary Right, 
could prevail with ſo great a Party in Iſrael to 
eſpouſe the Cauſe of the Pretender Iſhboſheth, after 
Saul's Death? 

And were Men ever deluded, by the antiquated 
Notions above- named, into more groſs and fatal 
Miſtakes, than the Enemies of His preſent Ma- 
jeſty and Government? Had they not been be- 
witeh'd by theſe Principles, they would never 
have run the Hazard of loſing their Lives and For- 
tunes, to no better a purpoſe, than to ſet a Popiſh 
Head upon a Proteſtant Body, in order to ſave it; 


— 


(% 16am. 22. 13, (5) 1 Sam. 22. 17. . 
E 2 juſt 


ST. 
juſt as if Men ſhould ſet the Fox to keep the 
Geeſe, or the Wolf the Lambs. — 
Athly, David's Enemies were a mixt Multitude, 
a Body of People made up of various ſorts; ſome 
Circumciſed, ſome Uncircumciſed, ſome Jew 
ſome Heathens ; and what a gallomaufroy = 
mingled Company was this, which was gathered 
together to have deſtroyed us! ſome Baptized, 
ſome Unbaptized ; one (by Office) a Law-maker, 
another (by Commiſſion) a Peace-keeper ; but 
all of them Law and Peace-breakers ; ſome Pro- 
teſtants, ſome Papiſts, ſome Nonjuring, ſome 
Abjuring and Perjur d Proteſtants ; ſome of the 
Clergy, ſome of the Laity ; ſome that were Diſ- 
ſenters from the Eftabliſh'd Church of Scor/ 
and ſome that were Members of the Eftabliſh'd 
Church of England; too many of all ſorts, to have 


ingaged in ſuch wicked Enterprizes as the Faction 


had in view. 

But before 1 diſmiſs this Head, I muſt beg of 
you that hear me, not to look upon the Repreſen- 
tation 1 have given you of our Enemies, to be an 
invidious Reflection either upon the Body of Pro- 
teſtants, or the Church of England. I am ſure, it 
is not ſo intended by me: I would not be ſo Un- 
chriſtian as to retaliate, nor ſo Unjuſt as to im- 
pute that tothe Whole, which is juſtly chargeable 
upon a Part. I would have the Fault to lie where 
it ought; and therefore when I ſpake of Prote- 
Rants, and Members of the Church of England, 
Lmeant none but thoſe corrupt Members, of whom 
it may be truly ſaid, That their Faith is degenerated 
into Faction, their Religion into Fury and intampr rate 
Zeal, and their Loyalty into Rebellion, | 


F 
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What I have already {aid may be ſufficient to 
ſhew you, that we are delivered from ſuch Ene- 
mies 2s David was delivered from, and therefore 
have the ſame Reaſon to bleſs God that David 
had. But there are two other Conſiderations which 
may be of Uſe to excite us to Gratitude. Conſi- 
* we then 

The Bangers we were in, aud the Fears we, 
_ under, and the Apprehenſions we had, when 
our Enemies that roſe up againſt us, approached 
us. 

We were in their Eyes, and a great many of us 
in our own Eyes, as ſo man W tied to che Al- 
tar ready to be offered, w eat Sacrificer 
ſhould come, bringing with him £ Knife 
of Popery. This ſeems to have been the Caſe of 
the Nation in general; and as for us in theſe P 
there was but a Step between us and Death; 
we ought to look upon our ſelves as Brands pluckt 
Os Fon, aud never forget . 

av d us 

2. The Evils and Miſeries that would have over- 
teak us, had our Enemies prevail'd ; even 
and greater, than Tongue can tell, Pen deſcribe, 
or Heart conceive : I may not therefore preſume | 
to undertake to give you a Catalogue of them; my 
Lips are ready to quiver at the mention of them; 

I cannot but think tþ that the Country round about 
muſt have OY EIN and this very Town. 


a Cal 
expect nothing leſs, than. 


N. 
We could r 
to have felt aÞ that Papiſts inraged, and a worſe 
Sort of Men, cauld have done to us : — The 
Royal Family muſt have been cut off, with the 
Hr of: Yo Naw ao ions the beſt of 
beſt” of Contlitatians dif 


fined; 1 2 14 f — muſt have War 
ay 
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Way to Tyranny and Slavery ; Peace to the Rage 
of War ; our Goods muſt have been made a Booty; 
our Wives Widows ; our Children Orphans ; our 
Virgins deflowred, our Daughters raviſhed, our 
young Men ſlain with the Sword, our Trade de- 
ſtroy'd, our Religion ruin'd, our Bibles took from 
us, Proteſtant Miniſters pulPd out of their Pul- 
pits, and Maſling Prieſts put in their Room : We 
ſhould have had Pardons and Indulgences expos'd 
to Sale; and many of theſe given Gratis, to ſuch 
as "423 carry a Faggot to the burning of an Here- 
eIcK, | 

Should not we, now, who have been delivered 
from ſo many great and deftruttive Evils, go a- 
way, not only with Hearts full of Joy, but of ho- 
ly Reſolution to bleſs God as long as we live, for 
delivering us from ſo great a Death, and ſo man 
deftruftive Evils, as we were ſaved from juſt this 
Day Twelvemonth N | 

And let us not only reſolve to praiſe him with 
our Lips, but with our Lives: Obedience is more 
than all whole Burnt-offering and Sacrifice, Live 
correſpondently to the excellent Principles of your 
holy Religion. Conſcientiouſly improve all the 
Liberties ſecured to you by the great, unſpeakably, 
unconceivably great Deliverance, which we are 
this Day thankfully commemorating, , Be thankful 
for your Trade, and be juſt in all your Dealings ; 
abhor Lying (let the Ignominy of that lye where 
it's laid) and all manner of Colluſion; avoid all 
Exceſſes, and ſerve God in Sincerity, according to 
the Primitive Simplicity of the Goſpel, ſuitably 
to your Profeſſion; live in Love and Peace ; value 
your Friends, and forgive all your Enemies, who 
ſay they repent ; and the God of Love and Peace 
will be with you, and ſtrengthen that which he 
hath wrought for you. —— 


La 3 

But if after all that is come upon us for our evil 
Deeds, ſeeing that God hath puniſhed us leſs than 
our Iniquities deſerve, and hath given us Tuch a 
Deliverance as this which we are commemorating 
(which ſeems to be like that which Ezra ſpeaks of, 
Chap. 9. 13, 14.) without Parallel, and to —_ 
all other Deliverances : Hence ſaid the Prophet, 
The Days come when they ſhall no more ſay, the Lord 
liveth which brought up 6 Children out of the Land of 
Egypt, but the Lord liveth which brought up, and 
which led the Seed of the Houſe of Iſrael out of the 
North Country, whither I had driven them, and they 
ſhall dwell in their own Land (a). — So we 
may ſay, The Days are come, when it ſhall no 
more be ſaid, the Lord delivered us from the Spa- 
niards in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth ; and from 
the Poprth Gunpowder Traytors in the Reign of 
King James the Firſt, but hath delivered us from 
the Rebels at Preſton in the Reign of King GEORGE; 

this is to us as Life from the Dead; it hath given 
Birth to our dying Hopes ; Life to our languiſhing 
Conſtitution ; it hath ſecured to us all the Bleflings 
and Privileges which reſulted from former Deli- 
| verances, viz. The Everlaſting Goſpel, the great 
Bleſſing of the Reformation, Liberty and Proper- 
ty, which have been contended for at the Expence 
of much Blood and Treaſure; which the Revolu- 
tion retriev d, and the late Victory and Delive- 
rance ſecut'd and entail'd, and nothing can de- 
prive us of them but our Sins : if after ſuch a 
Deliverance as this, we ſhould again break can 
Commandments, would not his Wrath burn agai 
us till he had conſumed us? Let us reſolve, thro? 


Grace, to behaye as good Chriſtians, and pray 
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(a) Jer, 23+ 77 8. 
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